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Irish Catholicism Forecast.

Let us suppose that the establishment of a national
government were to annihilate the oligarchic party by
absorbing the Protestant garrison and making it a Protestant
National Guard. The Roman Catholic laity, now a cipher,
would organize itself; and a revolt against Rome, and
against the priesthood would ensue. The Roman Catholic
Church would become the official Irish Church. The
Irish parliament would insist on a voice in the promotion
of churchmen; fees and contributions would be regulated;
blackmail would be resisted; sweating in conventual
factories and workshops would be stopped; and the ban
would be taken off the universities. In a word, the Roman
Catholic Church, against which Dublin Castle is powerless,
would meet the one force on earth that can cope with it
victoriously. That force is Democracy, a thing far more
Catholic than itself. Until that force is let loose against
it, the Protestant garrison can do nothing to the priesthood
except consolidate it and drive the people to rally round it
in defence of their altars against the foreigner and the
heretic. When it is let loose, the Catholic laity will make
as short work of sacerdotal tyranny in Ireland as it has done
in France and Italy. And in doing so it will be forced
to face the old problem of the relations of Church and
State. A Roman Catholic party must submit to Rome : an
anti-clerical Catholic party must of necessity become an
Irish Catholic party. The Holy Roman Empire, like the
other Empires, has no future except as a Federation of
national Catholic Churches; for Christianity can no more
escape Democracy than Democracy can escape Socialism.
It is noteworthy in this connection that the Anglican
Catholics have played and are playing a notable part in the
Socialist movement in England in opposition to the indi-
vidualist Secularists of the urban proletariat; but they are
quit of the preliminary dead lift that awaits the Irish
Catholic, Their Church has thrown off the yoke of Rome,